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November 2007  
 

It is very pleasing to note the increase in articles people are submitting for the Newsletter. Not only does it 
make my life a lot easier but also more importantly makes the Newsletter more enjoyable for all as it helps it to 
cover a wider spectrum of the subject. So keep them coming even if it is a suggestion for a type of article you 
would be interested in. I also get notes of appreciation on the Newsletter, which it is not my style to publish. 
Keep these coming too as it certainly motivates me to keep the standard up. 
 
LAST EVENT 
 
Presidents Braai  
Fortunately the unseasonable weather did not put anyone off and there was a very good turn out. The rain 
held off whilst everyone braai’d and having to all shelter under Peter’s Car Port made it very cosy and 
sociable. The traditions continued with home made liquors and Jenny’s Bread & Butter Pudding being enjoyed 
by all.           
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Newsletter  



 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Garage Meeting – Saturday 1 st December 2.30pm 
 
Venue- The Laing Garage  
 
The theme will be to get the Laing Series ll Fulvia to start and continue starting. It has been very reluctant to 
start lately despite (or perhaps because of) the amount of time and effort Phil has put into trying to get it to run 
smoothly. 
 
Timor Hall Classic Car Show – Sunday  27th January 
 
“The” show of the year. We will be having a stand and Picnic as usual.  
Names of Exhibitors must be with the organizers by the end of December so if you want to show your car let 
me know by then.  
 
 
 
NEW MODELS 
  
Pierre sent in this picture of the 2010 model of the Thema. I think it looks great, let’s hope that it will be 
available in RHD and on sale in SA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ON THE TV – Feedback  
 
I received this email from Tony Seiler of the Lancia Club of SA giving the background to the making of the 
Yokohama ad mentioned last month. - 
  
The Thema in the Yokohama advert is my 16V Auto with its badges blanked out. In the original advert the 
Thema is shown 6 times. The ad was filmed in JHB last year on the coldest day of the year and took a full day 
- 6am to 9:30pm. 
  
The Thema was chosen by the ad makers as a non-descript, medium-sized car was required so as not to 
distract from the tyres. Did you see the shot of the Thema with wood wheels? I have a copy of the full ad as 
well as a video clip if anyone is interested. 
  
Regards 
Tony 
 
 



IN THE POST 
 
Have just received by email a copy of the New Bulletin of the Lancia Club of France. They have just had their 
annual gathering and below is a picture of the event. Hopefully may see some interchange between the two 
clubs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE BALDWIN GARAGE  
 
Snack and Crack 
 
The last couple of months with my Montecarlo have been pretty mundane. That is not to say that its all been 
plain sailing. In quick succession the speedo cable snapped and then the bonnet release cable. 
 
The speedo cable gave me a minor heart attack as I tried to work out how I was going to extract it and then 
have to weave it back through the dash into the central tunnel under the car and then out into the engine bay 
at the back of the car. Luckily before I ripped the whole cable out I had a minor brain wave of just pulling out 
the inner of the cable, leaving the outer in place. 
 
This made fitting the new speedo cable really easy, it’s just a pity that the guy that made up the cable did not 
make it long enough! So I need to go back and get another one made up about 2 centimeters longer. 
 
The snapped bonnet cable is a pretty common problem and on the Internet forums for Montecarlos, owners 
joke that that is why the plastic vents are there. Rather worryingly by sticking a screwdriver down one of the 
plastic vents you can pop the mechanism that holds the bonnet closed. 
 
The previous owner had bodged this before with some thick wire, it had worked for a number of years but the 
fatigue of the tight bends finally broke it. 
 
I have replaced it with some proper stainless steel braided cable and attached the ends with mountain bike 
brake connectors. So hopefully my bodge will out last the car. 
 
The biggest upset for me happened the evening before my final exam. Sitting in traffic stationary and 
someone in the car behind me slipped off the clutch and drove into me. The guy got out and was super 
friendly, explained his foot had slipped off the clutch and we swapped details. Being the day before my final 
exam, it really did not want to stress too much about this. The damage was not that bad and he seemed like 
an honest guy. 
 
How wrong was I, the next day I phoned him from the police station when I reported it, to give him the docket 
number of the accident for his insurance. 



 
He was totally a different person and downright rude to me. I followed up the next day by sending him email, 
to which he gave a long reply implying I was trying to make him pay for damage that was there before the 
accident. He has totally pissed me off and as he has refused to cooperate or give me his insurance details I 
am taking him to small claims court. 
 
The only advice I have learned from the experience so far, is that if at all possible after an accident you should 
go directly to the nearest police station with the other person and fill in the accident report together. 
 
To end off on a positive note, mechanically my Montecarlo is going nicely. In her two years with me I have had 
the starter and the alternator rebuilt. Had it dyno tuned, the carbs rejetted and the ignition remapped. The 
cylinder head was rebuilt with new valve stem seals. Most of the suspension bushes in the back have been 
remade in polyurethane, both rear wheel bearings have been replaced and the steering rack has been rebuilt 
with new rubbers and seals. 
 
Little things like the accelerator cable, bonnet release cable and gear linkage bushings have been replaced. 
Necessary upgrades that all Montes need like reinforcing the rear cross member and fitting a relay to the head 
lights have been done. 
 
She is currently running on 4 pretty new pirelli tyres, which finish her off rather nicely I think. As you may have 
realized I am start to get ready to sell her as I plan to go overseas next year. If anyone is interested please let 
me know. Over the next couple of months I will be doing some cosmetic work and then starting to advertise in 
Auto Trader and the like, but would be willing to sell it sooner and cheaper to an enthusiast. 
 
Laurence  
 
FOR SALE 
 
Lancia Fulvia Coupe – Due to space constraints Chris Pretorius is reluctantly selling his well known, 
extremely smart and original Series ll Fulvia. He is only prepared to let it go to a true enthusiast so if you have 
the right credentials contact him on 083 401 2043 
 
Lancia Appia Saloon  - Telephone 021 558 8152 or 021 948 0252 for full details 
 
Lancia Beta HPE  – One owner from new, well-known club car. Telephone Peter on 021 686 3305 or 083 300 
7666 for full details 
 
Lancia Fulvia Series l Spares  – Breaking up donor car. Telephone JP on 083 457 8990 for full details 
 
 
CAPE LANCIA CLUB     
 
Club Website: www.lancia.za.org   
 
2007 Calendar (Provisional ) 
 
December 1st - Garage Meeting (Saturday) 
January 27th – Timor Hall Classic Car Show (Sunday)   



 
TAILPIECE 
 
Chris Pretorius must have taken my comment in last months Newsletter about some cars aging better than 
their owners to heart as he sent me this:- 
 
IF MY BODY WERE A CAR .........  

�
If my body were a car, this is the time I would be thinking about trading it in for a newer model. I've got bumps 
and dents and scratches in my finish and my paint job is getting a little dull ... But that's not the worst of it.  
 
My headlights are out of focus and it's especially hard to see things up close.  
 
My traction is not as graceful as it once was. I slip and slide and skid and bump into things even in the best of 
weather.  
 
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.  
 
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed. My fuel rate burns inefficiently.  
 
But here's the worst of it --  

Almost every time I sneeze, cough or splutter. .....either my radiator leaks or my exhaust backfires! 
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