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October 2006 
 

As we are just recovering from the Centenary Celebrations, other Lancisti are already preparing for the next 
celebration. This is the 50th anniversary of the introduction of the Flaminia and Nick Pryke of the Lancia Club 
of South Africa is organizing a tour of the Cape. See below for details. Let me know if you are interested in 
attending some or the entire event or have any ideas how the Cape Club can add to the event. 
 

Jim 
 

LAST EVENTS 
 
Garage Meeting – Saturday 7th October 

 
Another fun meeting at Peter’s with the CO meter courtesy 
of Pierre who foolishly didn’t attended as he thought it 
would be more fun watching Province being knocked out of 
the Curry Cup. Again most cars were found to be set up 
correctly but Chris’s Fulvia had a very high reading caused 
by one carburetor choke slow running mixture being set 
rich. Once this was corrected the values came into 
specification and the car ran much more smoothly. John’s 
Fulvia convertible CO was spot on and the rough running 
and poor performance were found to be due to very 
retarded ignition timing. The usual Fulvia sparkling 
performance returned once this was corrected. Several 
members were glad that Peter is thinning out his magazine 
collection and left with several editions under their arms. 
 

 
Classic Racing Car Open Day – Killarney - Sunday 22 nd October 
 
Unfortunately this ended up as a non-event due to sickness of vehicles and people we had to cancel our pit at 
the last minute.  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Presidents Braai – Sunday 5 th November 
 
As usual this will be held at Peter’s in Birket Road and will start at 12.30pm. Fires will be provided so just bring 
your food and drink and maybe some seating as only a limited number of chairs will be available. Even if our 
usual luck with the weather runs out the event will carry on and we will braai under the carport. 
 
 
Charles Murray day - Sunday 12 th November  
 
We have been invited to join the Cape Alfa Romeo Club for their annual Charles Murray Day at Killarney. It is 
basically a Track Day like the Classic Racing Car Open Day. Hopefully both cars and people will be fit for this 
event. Entrance will be about R150. Contact either Julian or myself if you are interested in participating. 
 
Garage Meeting – Saturday 2 nd December   
We will hopefully have a new venue for this meeting. Check out next months newsletter for details. 
 
 
Timor Hall Classic Car Show – Saturday & Sunday 27 th/28th January 
 
Note change in date from that mentioned last month.  
 
This year the show will be spread over 2 days. The Saturday will be for vehicles pre 1945 and the Sunday 
post 1945. Let me know soon if you are interested in attending so that I can ensure we get a big enough area 
for us all. 
 
Flaminia 50th Anniversary Tour – Monday 19 th to Monday 26 th March 
  
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the presentation of the Flaminia at the Geneva Motor Show in March 
1957, a group of Flaminia owners are planning a Tour of the Cape in March next year. 
  
Although final plans still have to be made a possible itinerary shown below should give a flavour of the event.  
  
Although not an official Club event, the trip is being organised with the assistance and support of the Lancia 
Club South Africa, and the Cape Lancia Club. 
  
All Lancia drivers are invited to join us and participate in the event, and all that is needed is for you to arrange 
to get a car to Cape Town (if you don't already have one there!) and to find yourself accommodation. You will 
then be able to join any of the outings and meals; provided we know in advance so appropriate bookings can 
be made. 
  
All events and expenses will, wherever possible, be on an individual "pay as you go" basis, but we will ask for 
a deposit to cover any plans where it is necessary for us to commit funds in advance.  
  
Here is a (very) tentative itinerary: 
  
Monday 19th March 
Early: Gauteng Flaminia owners will put their cars on to the train at Johannesburg Station 
  
Tuesday 20th March  
Midday: Gauteng participants fly to Cape Town, and collect cars from Cape Town station. Others to drive or 
fly as you wish. 
            Transfer to individual accommodation (see note below). 
Evening: Welcome dinner at Constantia Uitsig restaurant. Official start of the Tour. 
  
Wednesday 21st March (Human Rights Day) 
09.30 Meet at Dave Lyons' home in Hout Bay to view his amazing car collection. It is hoped that on this day 
many of the Cape owners will joins us. 



11.30 Leisurely (if you want!) drive along Chapman's Peak Drive, Noordhoek, and over Ou Kaapse Weg, to 
lunch under the oaks at Steenberg. The cars will be displayed on the lawns of this historic building. 
Later afternoon: at leisure (swimming, shopping or sun bathing?) 
  
Thursday 22nd March: 
Drive to Hermanus along the coastal roads, stopping for coffee along the way. Lunch in Hermanus or at 
Moggs Country Cookhouse in the Hemel and Aarde Valley. Itinerary to be arranged. 
  
Friday 23rd March 
Visit to Signal Hill, Waterfront and Robben Island. Visit to the Viglietti workshop and Ferrari showroom. Dinner 
at Limoncello in Gardens (near the city centre) 
  
Saturday 24th March 
Visit to L'Ormarins Estate, in Franschhoek for wine tasting (the Terra del Capo wines!) and to visit the newly 
finished Motor Museum. It is intended that all Italian car clubs in the Cape will be invited, to create an Italian 
Car Day, subject to further discussions with L'Ormarins. The more ambitious drivers may like to set off early 
and drive there via Sir Lowry's and the Franschoek passes. 
  
Sunday 25th March  
Leisurely morning, followed by lunch in Kalk Bay or Simonstown. Afternoon at leisure. 
  
Monday  26th March 
Flaminias go on to train, and owners fly back late morning, to arrive Johannesburg early afternoon. Others 
drive, fly back or stay on as wished.  
 

Nick Pryke 
 
THE DAGRADA LANCIA  
 

 

When the new Formula Junior was 
introduced in 1959 the FIAT and Alfa 
engine tuner Dagrada saw it as his 
chance to become a constructor. For 
his conventional front-engined 
chassis with live rear axle he chose 
the Lancia Appia motor, as being a 
narrow V4, it was light and compact. 
The big problem was the siamesed 
inlet ports along with the inlet and 

exhaust tracts of different lengths for different cylinders were very 
restrictive at high revs.  He cleverly overcame this by de-siamesing the inlet ports and reversing the flow of 
two of the cylinders. This enabled two Weber 38DCO’s to be fitted, one each side of the motor. Various 
exhaust systems appear to have been tried, the most memorable being two separate pipes each side of the 
car, each with megaphone ends. This gave a glorious sound. This raised the power output from the standard 
36kw to some between 55 and 75kw. Approximately 11 cars were built with at least one being mid-engined. 
The cars main claim to fame was when the young Giancarlo Baghetti won an import race at Monza in one 

beating the then all conquering 
Coopers and Lotuses. He was 
promptly signed up by Enzo Ferrari to 
become a F1 driver and Lancia 
printed an advertising poster to 
celebrate (See Tailpiece). One car is 
still being raced in Classic events in 
America and another is being restored 
in the Netherlands. Thanks to the 
Viva-Lancia Website for the 
information and pictures. If you want 
to learn more go to http://www.viva-
lancia.com/dagrada/index.htm there 
are even movie clips there so you can 
hear the exhaust. 



 
ON THE WEB 

  
Ever thought of cleaning you car with clay? Well that is the latest hi-tech way of doing it, to 
get rid of all the grime that has etched into the paint before applying the polish. It also 
works well on glass and painted wheels as well. For full details go to http://www.autopia-
carcare.com/inf-clay.html. I have seen that the Maguairs Quik Clay Detailing kits are 
available at Midas and Delaray for about R120 but have not tried it myself yet. Apparently 
it can cause a real mess if you do not use sufficient lubricant so I would use plenty of 
soapy water rather than the lubricant supplied. The lubricant is ideal to give a quick polish 
after washing so will not be wasted. 
 

The Immelman Garage  
 
While Peter was away at his holiday home in Hermanus his Thema suddenly started boiling. As the radiator 
was still cold this was quickly diagnosed as being caused by a stuck thermostat. Unfortunately what seemed 
an easy job got a lot more complicated when two of the three studs broke when he removed the housing. 
Being ever resourceful he found that after applying plenty of Silicone Sealer and tightening the one stud a leak 
proof seal was made by fitting a G-clamp across the housing. This lasted to get home to Rondebosch and 
Peter thought that it would have to last forever until I told him about Fastfix Threads (Tony on 082 940 4992) 
who will come to your premises and remove the broken ends and fit new studs with the minimum of tearing 
down.  

 
The Baldwin Garage  
 
From the Fulvia side. 
 
Not much to report this month as the Series l is going well now, so much so that I use it whenever I get the 
opportunity. This has allowed me to get on and finish stripping the paint from the rear of the Series ll and 
complete filling the right rear wing to cover the joints where the new wing has been welded in. Its now got a 
coat of self etch primer to stop any moisture getting into the body filler. The one bit of excitement was when I 
fitted an old battery into the Series l to move it and as it started there was a loud pop and the engine slowly 
died with a cloud of dark grey smoke. It was only when I found a pool of acid under the car that I realized that 
the battery had exploded and split the casing. At least it did not cause any damage and has resulted in a 
chemically cleaned engine bay and garage floor. 
 

   
 

 
From the Beta side 
 
Not much to report here either as Laurence is busy studying for his exams. He has however managed to get 
the head on the Coupe but all the plumbing and electrics has still to be connected up. The alternator on the 
Montecarlo has also started playing up so will be the first job once the exams are over. 

Jim 
 



New Restoration Projects  
 
Peter has sent his Appia Coupe to Felix to get finished off and is busy sourcing some minor parts to get it 
completed. After seeing how well my Fulvia went at Killarney Dion Tromp has bought a project car. It is a 
Series ll that has been in daily use but needs re-spray and some mechanical fettling. 
 
 
CAPE LANCIA CLUB  
 
Club Website: www.lancia.za.org   
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