Newsletter

A busy start to what looks like being yet another busy year for the club. | have added a provisional calendar
for the year to the Newsletter so that you can all, hopefully, plan your year around our events and be able to
get the most out of the Club. You will note that | have moved the Social events around so that they do not
coincide with Grand Prix’s. If you know of any other clashes with major events that may affect attendance at
any of the meetings, let me know and we will review the calendar. | will keep this updated on a monthly basis.
We have also started the year off well two new members. The first is Don Bryden in PE who is looking at
buying a Beta Spider. He is a long term Italian Car enthusiast and has already restored a FIAT 124 Coupe.
The second is Manie Harris who has a Thema but unfortunately he is out of the country on business for 8
weeks out of 11 but is making a special effort to be able to meet us during the Flaminia Tour. We now have 45
addresses on the mailing list.

| recently had a phone call from long standing member Philip Whelan who now lives in Durban. He had just
found a copy of a 1974 Which? report on the Lancia Beta and generously sent it to me. An extract is attached
below. Thanks Philip and welcome to Don & Manie.

January 2007

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Timor Hall Classic Car Show — Saturday & Sunday 27 /g™ January

| have booked a stand for the club for the Sunday event. There is no special exhibitors passes this year so
you will just have to arrive in your Lancia and ask for directions to the Lancia Club stand. Let me know if you
are coming and try and get there around 9am so that we can claim sufficient space to get all the cars together.
We will have a picnic at lunchtime so come and join us if you can’t make it for the whole day.

Garage Meeting — Saturday 3 rd February

Theme will be the Development of the Fulvia and will be held in the Baldwin Garage starting at 3pm as usual.
Flaminia 50th Anniversary Tour — Monday 19 " to Monday 26 " March

We need to finalize the details of the tour so urgently need to know the numbers of people interested in each
event. I'm expecting the visits to Dave Lyon’s collect and Vigliette to be very popular so please let me know of
your plans as soon as possible. Note also that there will more than likely be some changes to the itinerary so

if you have any ideas of other things we can do during this period contact either me or Nick Pryke.

Jim
ON THE TRACK

Rumor has it that there will at last be a Lancia competing regularly at Killarney. Apparently a well-known
competitor has purchased a Montecarlo and it is already being prepared to compete in the Classic Car Class.
It may even be ready for the Springbok Series Revival meeting on the 10-11 February. Hopefully this will
motivate those of our membership who keep saying that they would like to race to get down and do something
about it.



IN THE PRESS

Now
The January issue of Classic Car Africa has a very complimentary article to mark the Lancia centenary. The
four page article features five cars from the Lancia Club of SA with a great photo spread.

30 Years Ago

In 1974 the British Consumers Association published a comparative test of the Alfetta, Audi 100GL, and
Lancia Beta in their Which? magazine. Below is a summary of the findings on the Beta. | will be scanning the
whole article as a PDF file so let me know if you would like a copy.

Good performance, but engine needed to be worked hard, and was revving rather too noisily, even
in fifth gear, when cruising at 70mph. Clumsy gearchange. Steering too low-geared; light on the move but
heavy when parking. Handling fairly good on dry roads. Fairly good brakes. Quite roomy, well-
trimmed interior, with comfortable seats front and back. Good heating and ventilation. Poor visibility
when reversing. Cluttered instruments and warning lights; quite good minor controls. Fair-sized boot.
Some very good safety features, but no child-proof locks fitted. Not particularly reliable. Paintwork only fair.
The importers have told us of the following modifications which may affect our report: damper fitted to reduce
tendency of steering to self-centre.

PARTICULAR PARTICULAR
ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES
Roomy Fussy performance
Good attention to detail Poor gearchange
VERDICT
Many good points, but not quite making it either as a sporting car or as a long distance tourer.

The Baldwin Garage

From the Fulvia side.

The left rear wing on the Series Il is now filled to a reasonable standard and been sprayed in self-etch primer.
| was surprised to find the this was more work than the other wing as it had many small imperfections, due to
minor accedent damage, that were not immediately visible to the naked eye. | am now going to start on the
rear panel which | think is really going to try my skill levels due to the repairs | have had to make due to both
accident and rust damage. Fortunately the Series | has been running well but has quite a bit of rust starting to
come through. I'm just hoping | can get the Series Il running before it gets too bad.



From the Beta side

Jim

Mapping ignition is not as easy as it seems. All | really
wanted to do was up the rev limit from the very
conservative 6000rpm and maybe have a look what was
happening at 3500rpm where | had some hesitation.
Things went a little wrong when | first plugged the
programmable ignition system into my computer and not
knowing the software | managed to override all the existing
settings.

After a lot of playing around and a very steep learning
curve, | have a car that once again drives sweetly. One of
the hiccups was that the previous owner had welded up
the weights in the distributor so that the electronic ignition
could do all the advancement. This was great but at some
stage his welds had broken and so now the weights where
wrong and doing pretty much there own thing. Throwing off
any adjustments | tried to make. Luckily we spotted the
problem and welded up the weights. Hopefully my welds

will hold better than his. After this we where able to fix the static ignition timing at 10 degrees, then using the
programmable ignition we where able to advance it at 300rpm intervals up to 36 degrees which is about the
optimal advance on a Fiat twin-cam engine. | used an Abarth ignition curve out of Guy Crofts book as the
basis advancing it in a few places to smooth out the running.

It is still not perfect, there is the odd backfire with throttle off and it struggles to rev cleanly past 6000 rpm. |
can get it to rev past 6000rpm if | advance the ignition beyond 36 degrees, but | am weary of doing that after
my dad showed me a melted piston from his old race mini. The other thing | am still confused about is the
dwell. This unit for some reason allows you to set the dwell in milliseconds rather than degrees. Through trial
and error | have set the dwell to 1.2milliseconds, you can set it anything up to 16 milliseconds. | have a feeling
the dwell is still not optimal, so if anyone has any advice | would love to hear from them.

Degees Advance

40

35

30

25

20

10

Laurence

Monte Ignition Curves

e

R}

1000

2000

3000

4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
Revs/Min

—— Initial —%— Abarth



For Sale

1990 Integrale 92000 kms and has been serviced by
Viglietti in CT. New discs, pads, brake booster,
complete stainless exhaust system recently fitted.
Comes with very good sound system. Never been in
an accident. R89,000 - Mark van der Byl -
mark@spintelligent.com

CAPE LANCIA CLUB

Club Website: www.lancia.za.org

2007 Calendar (Provisional )

January 24 — Timor Hall (Sunday)
Februar¥ 3" — Garage Meeting (Saturday)
March 4 Socral Meeting (Sunday)
March 19 -26™ — Flaminia Tour (Monday to Monday)
April 7 - Garage Meeting (Saturday)

May 6" - SOC|aI Meeting (Sunday)

June 2 - Garage Meeting (Saturday)

July 15" SOC|aI Meeting (Sunday)
August 4" - Garage Meeting (Saturday)
September 2" _ Social Meeting (Sunday)
October 6" - Garage Meeting (Saturday)
November 4 — Social Meeting (Sunday)
December 1% - Garage Meeting (Saturday)
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